
BIRKDALE NORTH SCHOOL 
      213 Birkdale Rd, Birkdale, Auckland   office: 483-8674 

                                  office@birkdalenorth.school.nz 
 
 
18th May 2020. 
 
Kia ora parents / caregivers 
 
Thank you so much for a great start to our learning at BNS during our alert level 2. It was 
helped enormously by the support given by all of you.  This has been an unknown journey 
these past few months and you have been with us all the way! 
 
Once again today you showed your support by getting your children to school and picking 
them up when requested. I know that would not have been an easy task for many of you 
who are juggling jobs and a whole lot of other commitments! This is all part of our push to 
make it a safe place for our tamariki. 
 
Being the first day we were trying out systems etc for the first time and now after a quick 
reflection this afternoon we need to “tweak” a few systems and ask that once again you will 
support us to make things run more efficiently.  We ask that: 
 

● You carry on with the same system of picking up and dropping off - it was a 
successful way to stop congestion. 

● Physical distancing is conformed to and that you can role model to your children what 
that looks like. ( after the drop off barrier within the school that means to stay out of 
someones moist breath zone , but on the other side of the barrier the rules are as any 
other public place where the guidelines are 2 metres apart) 

● As soon as you collect your children you leave the school grounds immediately and if 
you are having conversations with other families that happens once you have 
vacated the school grounds.  This is extremely important as we need to get the area 
clear for the next group coming through. At 3:00 pm we then have all the other 
children who are walking home. It was very difficult to maneuver children through 
other families, conform to the social distancing and get through the small space 
where the entrance / exit is when we had so many people lingering. 

● You clarify with your child that they know exactly who is picking them up or if they are 
walking home. 

● If your children are walking to school they do not arrive before 8:30am. 
 

 
We will help by putting a few more signs out tomorrow to guide you where the best place is 
to stand and a few reminders about moving off site as quickly as you can once you have 
picked up your children. 
 
Once again thank you, because we could not do this without your support and 
understanding. With the few things we have mentioned above I am sure things will run even 
more smoothly tomorrow. By the end of the week it will be running like clockwork and then 
no doubt new changes will come into place and it will be back to the drawing board again!!  
 
As usual your children are what keeps us going and we just loved having them back today. 
Take care and we will see you all from 8:30am to start all over again. 
 
Nga mihi nui 
 
Jan. 
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