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9th June 2020 

Kia ora 

I am sure you were as pleased as I was to hear the Prime Minister’s announcement 

about moving to Alert Level 1.  For us there will be no major changes to what we are 

doing and our school continues to be safe to attend, including any staff and children 

who are considered more vulnerable to COVID. We have a good cleaning routine in 

place, people who are sick are staying at home and we continue to encourage good 

hygiene practices. 

I would like to thank you all for your patience, flexibility, and positive attitude throughout 

the past few months. It has made our job of keeping your children safe so much easier. 

It has been so good having the children back with us, they have settled into school so 

well and are loving being back with their friends. We have noticed that by parents or 

caregivers leaving their children at the drop off point and letting them walk in by 

themselves it has made an incredible difference. Students have developed their 

independence and self managing skills because of it. They:- 

●  Have become more independent 

● Can hang up their bags   

● Can organise their lunch boxes and water bottles 

● Can put their book bags in the correct place  

● Can collaborate and work together to solve some issues and concerns 

● Have become more able to help and show empathy towards each other. 

We want to continue to encourage all these key competencies and would love for you 

to work with us to do so. This means that we are asking you to continue to say goodbye 

to your children at the gate area. 

Encourage your child to go to class, remind them to sanitise as they enter the class 

and to put their bags away in the right place. Give them a big hug and kiss and I 

promise we will continue to look after them. 

We will make up a sign by the shed encouraging the children to walk in by themselves. 

This also applies at the end of the day. If you are able to encourage your child to walk 

to the grass area by the caretakers shed that would be wonderful.  ( I am sure some 

will be back to collect items they have forgotten but that is all part of learning to be 

independent.) 

We will go back to our 8:55am start time and finish at 3:00pm. Between 8:30am and 

8:45am is a great time to come to school for the children. It gives them time to get 

organised for the day and have a few minutes of social time with their friends. I have 
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been encouraged by the punctuality of all the parents and would appreciate it if this 

was to continue please. 

Although you no longer have to sign you in and out of school we are are supporting 

contact tracing by having QR code posters at our entrances – so if you haven’t already 

downloaded the NZ COVID Tracer app the Ministry of Health’s NZ-COVID Tracer app 

page has information to help you do that. 

If you would like to talk to your child’s teacher we encourage you to make an 

appointment as the time before school is preparation time, making sure that everything 

is ready for a day of learning. We want our teachers to be able to focus on your 

concerns rather than having a quick conversation in the middle of a classroom where 

the teacher will be thinking of a multitude of jobs she needs to do.  

Often the end of the day is another busy time, with professional development, team 

meetings and staff meetings taking place. An appointment means you will have the 

teachers full attention.  

Over the next few days we will remove all the orange netting and get our school back 

to looking as it was previously. I am looking forward to our “new normal”. 

Ngā mihi nui 

Jan McDonald 
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